MEMORANDUM

DATE:

July 15, 2008

TO:

NPL Clients

FROM:
Renae Baltzer, Microbiology Supervisor 

RE:

Reflex Anaerobic Testing



ID test code includes susceptibility if appropriate

Reflex Anaerobic Testing

Wound cultures not ordered for anaerobes occasionally contain organisms seen on gram stain or which grow in thio broth that do not grow aerobically. Currently, NPL call center staff contact clients to ask if the anaerobic culture should be added and the client is asked to add an “AC culture” test code. Over the last few months, clients have been presented with the option of 1.)Continuing to receive a call from NPL, 2.)Having NPL add a comment to the culture indicating anaerobes may be present, please call if work up desired, or 3.) Having NPL automatically reflex an anaerobic culture.  The overwhelming consensus was that clients preferred the anaerobic culture be automatically reflexed when indicated. 

Effective July 18, 2008 a comment will be added to wound cultures (test code MC) when the gram stain does not match the aerobic growth or there is growth in thio that does not grow aerobically. The comment is:  “Based on specimen gram stain and aerobic culture results, this culture may contain anaerobic isolate(s).  Reflex anaerobic testing has been added.”

ID test code includes susceptibility

The test code ID (Aerobic Organism Identification) has been modified to include a susceptibility test if appropriate for the source and the identification.  When ID is ordered on an isolate, both identification and susceptibility will be performed if appropriate.  This change is effective July 18, 2008.

If susceptibility testing is not desired, please add a comment to the request. 

If you have questions or concerns please contact Renae Baltzer or Rhonda Burgard at extension 701-530-5700.

